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words ‘‘direct costs of processing oper-
ations’’ mean those costs either di-
rectly incurred in, or which can be rea-
sonably allocated to, the growth, pro-
duction, manufacture, or assembly of 
the specific merchandise under consid-
eration. Those costs include, but are 
not limited to the following, to the ex-
tent that they are includable in the ap-
praised value of the imported merchan-
dise: 

(A) All actual labor costs involved in 
the growth, production, manufacture, 
or assembly of the specific merchan-
dise, including fringe benefits, on-the- 
job training, and the cost of engineer-
ing, supervisory, quality control, and 
similar personnel; 

(B) Dies, molds, tooling, and depre-
ciation on machinery and equipment 
which are allocable to the specific mer-
chandise; 

(C) Research, development, design, 
engineering, and blueprint costs inso-
far as they are allocable to the specific 
merchandise; and 

(D) Costs of inspecting and testing 
the specific merchandise. 

(ii) Items not included. For purposes of 
paragraph (d)(1) of this section, the 
words ‘‘direct costs of processing oper-
ations’’ do not include items which are 
not directly attributable to the mer-
chandise under consideration or are 
not costs of manufacturing the prod-
uct. These include, but are not limited 
to: 

(A) Profit; and 
(B) General expenses of doing busi-

ness which either are not allocable to 
the specific merchandise or are not re-
lated to the growth, production, manu-
facture, or assembly of the merchan-
dise, such as administrative salaries, 
casualty and liability insurance, adver-
tising, and salesmen’s salaries, com-
missions, or expenses. 

(6) Articles wholly the growth, product, 
or manufacture of an ATPDEA bene-
ficiary country. Any article which is 
wholly the growth, product, or manu-
facture of an ATPDEA beneficiary 
country as defined in § 10.252, and any 
article produced or manufactured in an 
ATPDEA beneficiary country as de-
fined in § 10.252 exclusively from mate-
rials which are wholly the growth, 
product, or manufacture of an 
ATPDEA beneficiary country or coun-

tries, will normally be presumed to 
meet the requirement set forth in para-
graph (d)(1) of this section. 

§ 10.254 Certificate of Origin. 
A Certificate of Origin as specified in 

§ 10.256 must be employed to certify 
that an article described in § 10.253(a) 
being exported from an ATPDEA bene-
ficiary country to the United States 
qualifies for the preferential treatment 
referred to in § 10.251. The Certificate of 
Origin must be prepared in the 
ATPDEA beneficiary country by the 
producer or exporter or by the pro-
ducer’s or exporter’s authorized agent. 
If the person preparing the Certificate 
of Origin is not the producer of the ar-
ticle, the person may complete and 
sign a Certificate on the basis of: 

(a) The person’s reasonable reliance 
on the producer’s written representa-
tion that the article qualifies for pref-
erential treatment; or 

(b) A completed and signed Certifi-
cate of Origin for the article volun-
tarily provided to the person by the 
producer. 

[CBP Dec. 06–21, 71 FR 44583, Aug. 7, 2006] 

§ 10.255 Filing of claim for preferential 
treatment. 

(a) Declaration. In connection with a 
claim for preferential treatment for an 
article described in § 10.253(a), the im-
porter must make a written declara-
tion that the article qualifies for that 
treatment. The written declaration 
should be made by including on the 
entry summary, or equivalent docu-
mentation, the symbol ‘‘J+’’ as a prefix 
to the subheading of the HTSUS in 
which the article in question is classi-
fied. Except in any of the cir-
cumstances described in § 10.256(d)(1), 
the declaration required under this 
paragraph must be based on a complete 
and properly executed original Certifi-
cate of Origin that covers the article 
being imported and that is in the pos-
session of the importer. 

(b) Corrected declaration. If, after 
making the declaration required under 
paragraph (a) of this section, the im-
porter has reason to believe that a Cer-
tificate of Origin on which a declara-
tion was based contains information 
that is not correct, the importer must 
within 30 calendar days after the date 
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of discovery of the error make a cor-
rected declaration and pay any duties 
that may be due. A corrected declara-
tion will be effected by submission of a 
letter or other written statement to 
the Customs port where the declara-
tion was originally filed. 

§ 10.256 Maintenance of records and 
submission of Certificate by im-
porter. 

(a) Maintenance of records. Each im-
porter claiming preferential treatment 
for an article under § 10.255 must main-
tain in the United States, in accord-
ance with the provisions of part 163 of 
this chapter, all records relating to the 
importation of the article. Those 
records must include the original Cer-
tificate of Origin referred to in 
§ 10.255(a) and any other relevant docu-
ments or other records as specified in 
§ 163.1(a) of this chapter. 

(b) Submission of Certificate. An im-
porter who claims preferential treat-
ment on an article under § 10.255(a) 
must provide, at the request of the port 
director, a copy of the Certificate of 
Origin pertaining to the article. A Cer-
tificate of Origin submitted to Customs 
under this paragraph: 

(1) Must be on CBP Form 449, includ-
ing privately-printed copies of that 
Form, or, as an alternative to CBP 
Form 449, in an approved computerized 
format or other medium or format as is 
approved by the Office of International 
Trade, U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection, Washington, DC 20229. An al-
ternative format must contain the 
same information and certification set 
forth on CBP Form 449; 

(2) Must be signed by the producer or 
exporter or by the producer’s or export-
er’s authorized agent having knowledge 
of the relevant facts; 

(3) Must be completed either in the 
English language or in the language of 
the country from which the article is 
exported. If the Certificate is com-
pleted in a language other than 
English, the importer must provide to 
Customs upon request a written 
English translation of the Certificate; 
and 

(4) May be applicable to: 
(i) A single importation of an article 

into the United States, including a sin-
gle shipment that results in the filing 

of one or more entries and a series of 
shipments that results in the filing of 
one entry; or 

(ii) Multiple importations of iden-
tical articles into the United States 
that occur within a specified blanket 
period, not to exceed 12 months, set out 
in the Certificate by the exporter. For 
purposes of this paragraph, ‘‘identical 
articles’’ means articles that are the 
same in all material respects, includ-
ing physical characteristics, quality, 
and reputation. 

(c) Correction and nonacceptance of 
Certificate. If the port director deter-
mines that a Certificate of Origin is il-
legible or defective or has not been 
completed in accordance with para-
graph (b) of this section, the importer 
will be given a period of not less than 
five working days to submit a cor-
rected Certificate. A Certificate will 
not be accepted in connection with sub-
sequent importations during a period 
referred to in paragraph (b)(4)(ii) of 
this section if the port director deter-
mined that a previously imported iden-
tical article covered by the Certificate 
did not qualify for preferential treat-
ment. 

(d) Certificate not required—(1) Gen-
eral. Except as otherwise provided in 
paragraph (d)(2) of this section, an im-
porter is not required to have a Certifi-
cate of Origin in his possession for: 

(i) An importation of an article for 
which the port director has in writing 
waived the requirement for a Certifi-
cate of Origin because the port director 
is otherwise satisfied that the article 
qualifies for preferential treatment; 

(ii) A non-commercial importation of 
an article; or 

(iii) A commercial importation of an 
article whose value does not exceed 
US$2,500, provided that, unless waived 
by the port director, the producer, ex-
porter, importer or authorized agent 
includes on, or attaches to, the invoice 
or other document accompanying the 
shipment the following signed state-
ment: 

I hereby certify that the article covered by 
this shipment qualifies for preferential tariff 
treatment under the ATPDEA. 

Check One: 

( ) Producer 
( ) Exporter 
( ) Importer 
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